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Knoxville Jazz Orchestra celebrates its 

10th Anniversary with 2009-2010 concert season. 
The Knoxville Jazz Orchestra is proud to announce its 10th anniversary 2009-2010 concert season. In celebration of this important milestone, the orchestra is expanding its season, offering more opportunities to experience great jazz in Knoxville. 
The orchestra is offering two series package options. The Classic series includes three concerts at the Bijou Theatre plus the Swingin’ Christmas concert at the Tennessee Theatre. The Premium series includes all of the concerts in the Classic series, plus two very intimate concerts at Knoxville’s newest performance space, the Square Room on Market Square. 

Season tickets go on sale August 17 and may be purchased at www.knoxjazz.org, by calling 684-1200, or by visiting the Tennessee Theatre box office. Single event tickets go on sale September 1st.

The line-up:
The Great American Songbook with Strings Attached | Monday, September 28, 8pm | Bijou Theatre

Vocalist Deborah Brown is one of the KJO’s most beloved past guest artists. She returns for our 10th Anniversary Season with a tribute to the Great American Songbook. The catch this year is that she brings with her arrangements for big band plus a 20-piece string orchestra! These lush arrangements were originally written for the widely acclaimed Metropole Jazz Orchestra in the Netherlands. They have never before been heard outside of Europe…until now.

Warmdaddy Swings the Blues: An Evening with Wessell Anderson | Monday, November 9, 8pm |   The Square Room

Dubbed "Warmdaddy" because of his big, soulful tone, alto saxophonist Wessell Anderson's internationally acclaimed career began in the late 1980s, touring with Betty Carter. Soon thereafter, he was invited to join Wynton Marsalis' band, where he stayed for almost 20 years. It was there that Wess developed his distinctive style, combining traditional New Orleans jazz with a sweeping blues style similar to Cannonball Adderley’s. His appearance with the KJO will highlight that style, in all its rompin', stompin' glory. Not a performance to miss!

Merrill Lynch presents A Swingin’ Christmas | Tuesday, December 22, 8pm | Tennessee Theatre

The hippest concert of the season! Classic Christmas favorites performed in the styles of Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Glenn Miller and Stan Kenton. Trumpeter extraordinaire Sean Jones (Wynton Marsalis’ pick for lead trumpet in his own big band) joins the KJO for this exceptionally cool event.                   Sponsored by Merrill Lynch                

Emerging Artist: Trumpeter Ingrid Jensen | Wednesday, January 20, 8pm | The Square Room
Trumpeter, composer and arranger Ingrid Jensen is among the most creative voices in jazz today. Jensen’s trumpet is an integral part of the Grammy-winning Maria Schneider Orchestra, the IJQ with Geoffrey Keezer, Project O, Nordic Connect and a number of New York-based bands. She has received rave reviews and a strong reputation among critics and peers. She is seen yearly in the top five of the Downbeat Critic polls in the “talent deserving wider recognition” category. This special concert will include music written to feature Ingrid’s unique trumpet style by a variety of contemporary composers including Maria Schneider. 
Jazz Is For Lovers starring vocalist Karrin Allyson | Saturday, February 13, 8pm | Bijou Theatre

Jazz Is for Lovers is back! Our immensely popular Valentine’s Day celebration returns this year with Kansas City vocalist Karrin Allyson, a dynamic singer whose vocal abilities have been compared to the likes of Nancy Wilson, Ella Fitzgerald and Shirley Horn. Sure to be the perfect gift for your special someone.  

Evening With A Legend starring Monty Alexander | Tuesday, April 6, 8pm | Bijou Theatre

Pianist Monty Alexander was the first international jazz star that the KJO ever featured at a concert. His appearance with the band at the old Fairbanks Roasting Room in downtown Knoxville electrified those in attendance and set the band on its current trajectory of consistently bringing world-class talent to Knoxville. His performance will feature standards such as “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “Love for Sale” and “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” all arranged specifically for Monty by the great John Clayton.

