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Jazz Lunch at the Square Room features 

“Tribute to Charlie Parker” starring Mark Tucker.
The Square Room, in partnership with the Knoxville Jazz Orchestra and WUOT 91.9FM, is now hosting a Jazz Lunch series on the first Wednesday of each month from noon to 1pm. Each month’s concert will pay tribute to a different historical figure whose music made a lasting impact on jazz. Admission to the concert is $15 and includes a lunch buffet served up by Café 4. Tickets are available online at http://www.knoxjazz.org or by visiting Café 4 in person prior to the show.
The first concert in the series will take place on Wednesday, September 2nd from noon to 1pm. The concert is a tribute to Charlie Parker and will feature alto saxophonist Mark Tucker with his quintet. The performance will highlight several of Parker’s important compositions like “Shaw ‘Nuff” and “Confirmation,” as well as standards that Bird popularized such as “All the Things You Are” and “Just Friends.”
Alto saxophonist Charlie Parker was one of the most influential jazz musicians to ever live. Parker was one of the primary architects of Bebop, a style that he popularized in the 1940s. While Bebop was strongly rooted in the improvisational styles of the previous generation, it seemed at the time to come out of nowhere. His playing and persona inspired an uncanny devotion in his fans, and the musical vocabulary that he invented is prevalent in jazz to this day. While Parker’s musical genius is unquestionable, his personal life was wrought with problems. Parker died at the age of 34 from complications from heroin and alcohol addiction. 
Saxophonist Mark Tucker has been a mainstay of the Knoxville music scene for many years. He holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Tennessee and Master of Music from the Manhattan School of Music in New York City. Tucker is well versed in jazz and classical music. He plays clarinet with the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra, alto saxophone with the Knoxville Jazz Orchestra, teaches jazz saxophone at the University of Tennessee and serves as the orchestra manager and librarian for the Knoxville Symphony.
The Square Room is a new, state-of-the-art performance venue in downtown Knoxville, TN in the Historic Market Square district. It is housed in the rear of the 4 Market Square Building along with it’s counterpart Café 4, a full-service restaurant and coffee bar. The Square Room provides an intimate stage that showcases international, national, and regional touring acts in multiple genres of music. From singer-songwriters to modern rockers and jazz legends to the stars of the local scene, the Square Room believes that great music deserves a great audience.
